CITY OF DANBURY CULTURAL COMMISSION
256 Main Street
Danbury, Connecticut 06810
203 797 4508

April 26, 2021
Minutes of the Meeting

The Meeting called to order, as a video conference call, by Chairman Harvey Center at 6:30 pm with
Commissioners: Richard Aronson, Helen Bechard, John Cherry, John Cooke, Ed Moore, Cheryl Hill,
Gregory Smith, and Coordinator Gregory Wencek. Absent: Mary Burke. Public: Sandy Chaleski.

Presentation of Minutes

The Minutes of the March meeting were submitted. A motion by GSmith to accept the minutes as
presented, seconded by HBechard. Passed by unanimous vote.

Correspondence

eMail: Make Music Day mini grant, Newtown Bee looking for a local angle,

Richter Arts asking for submissions for the Danbury Gallery (Intern),
CT Ballet re: location for Under the Stars.

Mail:

Phone:

Reports on DCC sponsored events
e Events SPORADIC Effective with Gov. Lamont's Executive Order No. 7PP
Danbury events not sponsored by the Commission
e Danbury Music Centre
o First Friday Jazz

e Danbury Museums E‘;é ©
o The outdoor exhibit panels are installed. Stop by and have a look at these colorfmg:hjges-
from your favorite fair. o -
=
Palam‘a Theater Danbury o o <
e Galleries P o
. . wgr e o-'
o  Gallery at Still River Editions Oy ™
o (@287 287 Main St. Danbury ‘-;{ =
o  Gallery of the Visual and Performing Arts Center WCSU Westside campus, 43 Laﬁg ﬁl’Je =]
Extension = ;; ~
uled, =
e Accessible Art ik oon ML
o City Hall,

o  CityCenter Danbury,
o Hodge Insurance,

o Filosa Convalescent/Hancock Hall,
o  Bethel Public Library,
e Danbury Library
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Upcoming events
Calendar submitted to the Commissioners, and maintained at DanburyArts.com
EVENTS HAVE BEEN SLOW TO RESUME DUE TO THE COVID19 PANDEMIC.

Coordinator’s Report
1. Make Music Day
a. Mini-grant received { $750)
b. Flyers bsing distributed on Main Street being paid for by John Fazio
c. Would like a maotion for authorization to spend $750 mini-grant
2. Poetry contest winners
a. How many awards to give out?
b. What kind of Awards ceremony?
3. Scholarships
a. Danbury High and Abbott Tech pariicipating
b. Winner at Abbott Tech is Anaeli River. The Awards day is June 11
4. The Music Centre is cleaning up the first floor. All items denoting the Commission’s office have
bsen removed from the rear window. They are discarding their items and have made overtures
toward taking the closet negotiated in the last lease deal in 2018. | am working to redirect their
efforts. Chairman HCenter is copied on all correspondence.

Appeals from Community groups:
None

Old Business
1. University Intern project - Report from Jonathan Wencek
So far there have been five submissions. The request for submissions has been seen by 700
people.
There are two confirmed judges and one additional is considering. Due to University course
requirements the entry deadline could be and was moved to April 30, 2021. At the May
Commission meeting a final mockup will be presented so that Commissioners can comment and
make suggestions for changes. The final gallery will be posted on June 1, 2021.
Jonathan continues to meet with Commissioner advisor HBechard,
2. Make Music Day
a. JCocke has a commitment from Bethel Printing to produce some flyers for free.
Additional copies can be made at their usual price.
b. HBechard inquired about spending some of the mini-grant to pay those helping put this
project together. The Coordinator believed that is in the grant scope.
3. Poetry Awards
a. Should the awards be in-person or on-line? A quick pole of the Commissicner indicates
that on-line is the preferred method.
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Moved by HBechard that 2021 should be another year for on-line poetry contest awards with the
hope that next year the Commission can return to the full Literary contest format with an
in-person ceremony.
DISCUSSION:
CALLED: Passed by unanimous vote.

b,  Number and amount of awards for the 2021 Poetry Contest
Chairman HCenter offered a suggestion for addilional 2021 Poetry Awards.
Moved by HBechard to accept Chairman Center's idea that the Awards for the 2021 Poetry
Contest be as follows: 1st Prize $200, 2nd Prize $150, 3rd Prize $100, and 5 Honorable Mentions
of $50 each for a total of $800, with the stipend of $100 for the judge. Second by GSmith.
DISCUSSION: Because there is no Short Story Contest this year some of the assigned prize
maney can be used for an expanded poetry awards. JCherry: This is an opportunity to encourage
the youth of Danbury to be involved. What else can the Commission do for the 50th Anniversary
of the Poetry Contest?
CALLED: Passed by unanimous vote.

¢. To further honor the poetry award winners in the 50 years of the contest, the Commission

could publish a book containing poems from the past up to and including the current
winners.
i.  The Coordinator will research the number of poems, from which years are
available and how much it would cost. SChalesky will assist.

Action on Grant Requests:

None.

New Business

Moved by HBechard to allocate up to $750 for expenses for Make Music Day, spending within the
terms of the state mini-grant. Seconded by CHill.

DISCUSSION: JCooke will assist the coordinator in maintaining a budget and approve spending.
CALLED: Passed by unanimous vote.

Other Business

1.

GSmith is interested in promoting “National Public Gardens Week” as a Danbury cultural event.
The event is the week before Mother's Day. There might not be enough time for this year but it
could be promoted for next year. JCherry notes that the Danbury Garden Club works with the
Danbury Museum on multiple projects. JCooke concurred that the members can often be found
on the museum grounds. JCooke will reach out to the Garden club to ascertain interest,

2. GWencek asked if there are any Commissicners interested in purchasing the much discussed
apparel they should emaii for choices and prices. Most items are around $32 except for a hooded
sweatshirt for around $55. Information about sizes, exact styles and so on can be discussed
off-line during the week,
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3. The Commissioners thought about venues for the Connecticut Ballet “Under the Stars” program
in Danbury but nothing new came to mind. If anyone thinks of something they wil notify the
Coordinator who will pass it to CT Ballet.

Motion to adjourn at 7:35
Made by HBechard. Passed by Unanimous vote.

NOTE:
Corporation Counsel has provided the Clerk's office with the following... Current as of 3/16/20:

Effective with Gov. Lamont's Executive Order No. 7B issued on 3/14/20, the requirement of public
attendance at all meetings of public agencies is suspended. Meetings are to be held remotely by
conference call, videoconference, or other technology, provided that (in summary):

1) the public has the ability to view or listen to each meeting or proceeding in real time by phone, video or
other technology.

Therefore the Commission office had set up a video conference call which started at 6:00 on Monday
evening. Commissioners and the public connected to
hitps://us02web zoom us/j/871137773682pwd=Qnlul 1IFUMYrMGNKaE 1KNKY3YWZSUT09

Meeting ID: 871 1377 7368 Passcode: 630809
One tap mobile +19292056099,,87113777368#,,,,*630809# US (New York)

The meeting started at 6:30 and was not recorded by the Commission.

Upcoming events CURTAILED Effective with Gov. Lamont's Executive Order No. 7B
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